| @ GRAND TOUR Duration AUTO-SLEEPER
Coast-to-coast 7 DAYS TOPAZ
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Inspired by Wainwright's famous
coast-to-coast walk, JEREMIAH
MAHADEVAN tours in our
Topaz from east to west and finds
a new route to remember
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Total distance Sea and moor, hill and dale, mountain and
950 miles lake — possibly the finest scenery in England
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t's said that long walks in Britain

are best attempted from west (o

cast; apparenily then the prevailing

winds and rains will be at your
back and vou'll have an easler time, This
is why, when Alfred Wainwright, the
famed Lancastrian fellwaller, deeided to
concoct his uldmate walk - one that, as
e said, “puts the Pennine Way to shame™
- he planned it from west to east.

Wainwright's brainchild was firss

revealed to the public in his 1972 hook A
Coast 1o Coast Walk {you can still buy the
Second Edition, £13.99, Frances Lincaln,
[SBN wra07T11230637). Remarkabdy, this
route is still an unofficial path, despite
its popularity. It runs through what is
arguably the best countryside in England:
the Lake District, the Yorkshire Dales and
the North Yorkshire Moors. Seelng as this
month's Practical Motorhome s devored
to adventuring in the great cutdoors, |
hnally had a fitting excuse to take a stab at

66 [ would start at
Robin Hood's Bay, but
travel further south,
ending the journey

in Ravenglass 99
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The River Eck s one of the maln arteries af the
Maorth ¥Yark Moors, and & fomed destination for
anglers seeking salmon and trowt.

Wisit hitbitly/ 8dYrlx to leam mare

this famed coast-to-coast journey, albeit
on wheels rather than on foot

Tako chose to travel from east to west,
in defiance of Wainwright s sage advice,
The ane problem with Wainwright 's
sensible approach is that the Lake
Discrict, clearly the most htting climax
for the route thanks to fits dramatic
scenery, ends up being the starting point
instead, 1 also decided to depart from
Wainwright's exact route - | would start
at Robin Hood's Bay, but travel further
south, énding the journey in Ravenglass.
There were [wo main reasons for this: the
first i% that it made betier wse of the oad

netwaork, and the second - well,
we'll come to that Later.

S, having stocked up ooy heand-
new Auto-5leeper Topaz long-termer,
1travelled north on the M1 wicth my
girliriend Shalend, who kept watch for
spring lambs from (e passenger seat.
We drove to Robin Hood's Bay and
pitched up at one of my faveurite
campsites in the country, Hooks House
Farm, which perches on a hillside,
bazking in glorlows views of the sea,

We enjoved these views the next
morning from the Topae’s coey lounge,
before taking a stroll down to the

@ Bobin Hood's Bay
B Hooles Hoasa Farm
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Robin Hood's Bay, boanded ta the
aaisth by Ravenscar's promontory
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The narrow alleyn of
Robin Hoad's Bay were
anca o amuegglers” haren

Jeremdah and Shalend at The Old Bakery in Ralin
Hood's Bay {m':lm'n:l;'l'hu Hiwer Esk ot Leahalm (bedow)
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Hardraw Force, but this charscterful 14th-century
pub is well worth & visit for its own unlque charms.
Visit warer. grasndragonbardraw e 1o learm mare
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village, Robin Hood's Bay is one of the
prettiest spots along the North Yorkshire
coast - atiny, tangled village nestled in
a narrow bay. The cluster of buildings
descends steeply before spilling out
alongside the wide-open bay,

After a mid- morning cuppa at the
gquaint Old Bakery Tea Booms, we pufied
back uphill, each af us heavier by a
delkcious slice of cake, We headed north
along the coast, wotil we saw the skeletal
remtaing of Whitby Abbey glowering in
the distance, We parked in one of the
fany hays on Whithy 's West CHif, and
Lok in views of the harbour and town,

FOLLOWING WHITEY"S RIVER ESK
Whithy's harbour is at the mouth of the
River Esk, which arrives at the North Sea
after wending its way through 28 miles
af the Morth York Moors, from its source

66 Ve stopped at -
Leaholm, where Shaleni
spotted irresistible
stepping stones
spanning the waters 99

near Westerdale, The valley that the Esk
cuts through the moorland is named
Eskdale, and we soon left Whithy to
follow it through.

We roughly followed the banks of
the Esk, through seemingly endless,
mournfully beautiful, heather- fufted
hills, along winding roads that took us
from one welcoming-looking village
1o the next. We stopped at Leaholm,
where Bhaleni spotted a set of frresistible
slepping stanes spanning the waters,
Once crossed we drove throogh Danby
and Castleton, where we cut south and
uphill ento the high moor. We parked up
along d road not far from Westerdale, &

Helan Hill, Osmothar lay
*Thizvillaga is st in the

Arlens Levatt, Windermere
"Theare's e much 10 do

Bab B Olga Bainbridgpes,
Raobin Hood's Bay

Ao ke

~ Tha Topaz bearing Jeremiah and Shaleni
inte the seoond of the three national porks
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araund the Lakes, but the
plessure boating is poasibhy
the beat in the eowitne - you
just eap'y bast the ranquility
of the Cusnlrinn Lakes, My
favaierite spots ape Fellioot
Ceunrry Park and Bowness
Hay where vou can et

a rowhaal te take onto the
watirs of Windermeze ta
anjoy the peace and quist”

Hambletor Hills. and the bear
autdaar activity around here
is n:hl".n.'il:nh.' COUNETY w.-‘.lking
Hamhbleton Hills are haautlful,
and the Cloveland Way runs
righ: throegh the village, My
fwraurite walk is probably the
#5-mirute stroll around Cod
Beck Resarsalr, a vary praty
man-made lale srouned a mils

frem the village cantra.

“There are sc many great
walks ta be bad amound here,
we willdn’ koow wihene ta
bagls. Our fxvouriie, 1§ we
heseedl 1 pir.'k.juul: e, wold
probably be the walk freo
here tix Rawerscar (n the
south. Ir's nearly nine miles
in total, which |a quite a trek,
bub on & sunny day [ asame
o take na thme ok all”



Tha Dent Brewery is a raal gem for ale lovers, and the list
of awards garnored by its brews i vary impressive indeed.
Thanldully there's o compaite within wallking distanss..,

T learm meore visat hnp;.':u"mw.d-g-nﬂ;wu.-m Foo L
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and went for g walk across the heather,
following a public footpath that we™d
happened wpon by chance.

On P meor you can get lostina
walk and your own thoughts, and we
procegded in silence, as though not
wanting {0 distwr the melanchaoly
scene around ns. Only our footsteps
and the rustlings of the wind - which,
% expected, gusted in from the west -
disturbed the peace.

WILD WEATHER ON THE MOORS

When we felt we'd ventured far enough,
w doubled back and fired up the Topa.,
driving straight to our overnight stop

at o campsite in Cemotherbey, on the
western fringe of the Mational Park. The
next morning saw rain clouds rolling in
on the easterly breeze, but we set forth
undeterred, towards the AGB4. 2 road
that links North Yorkshire's Moors to lts
Diles, via some unassumingly pretty and
rolling countryside.

The landscape of the Yorkshire Dales
is ummistakable: rich green hilks crlss-
erossed resofutely by an impossibly neat
network of doystone walls. The Aca4
happens b be the main route throwgh the
Dales, and for much of its lengeh it follows
the course of the River Ure. Our first stop
was Aysgarth, to pay a vislt to the thrze
levels of Aysgarth Falls, where the Ure
tumbles over rocks worn into corlous
right angles by its flow.

The Yorkshire Dales are famous for their
waterfalls, and while Aysgarth i probabiy
the most scenic, the most spectacilar
is undoubtedly Hardraw Force, Getting
to this waterfall proved interesting, We
chirove to the hamilet of Hardraw, then
songtht out the Green Dragon Inn. Once
inside, we approached the bar, paid £2
each, then walked through a back door, ©

66 The Yorkshire Dales are famous for their waterfalls, and while Aysgarth
is probably the most scenic, the most spectacular is Hardraw Force 99
‘i N ; ,
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Jereminh and Shaleni contemplating Aysgarth Falls (nhove);
etifoying the cheesy delights of the Wanaleydale Creamery (right)
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Granga-over-Sands, o great end-point for this tour
if you'rie avalding Hardlenott. Be sure to wislt the
duchk pond and the nearby Hazelmere Cafi,

Wisit wwrel herrel memecafe.ocak for mons nformiatbon
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The: owniers of the Gresn Dragon also own
the waterfall, yvou see, and the fee helps
toshore up the bercely eroded paths that
lead to it. The sight of the waterfall is
indisputably worth more than £2, Falling
from 100 feet and emitting the most
ungodiy roar imaginable, Hardraw Force
has to be seen ta be unde rstood,

After pawping at the waterfalls and
enjoying a delicious pub lunch at the
Green Dragon, we meandered on to oar
campsite for the evening, in the village
of Dent. The small raad that leads there
from Garsdale Head, via Cowgill, is one
of the finest in the arew, L offers groat
views of some of the Dales’ great railway
viaducts - which are such inspiring feats
of Victorian englneering - then ducksinte =
a narrow valley and travels parallel to the

lively little River Dee, The next morning, after taking a long walk  need any encouragement when cheese is
[hanks to numerous stops made along thiough Ment and the surronnding hills, involved. and Shaleni is always obliging

the way to enjoy views and embark on we picked up the Topaz and drove north,  enough to play Gromit to my Wallsce, so

short walks, it was nearly nightfall by the  to rendezvous once more with the rdver we drove to Hawes to spend some time

time we rode inta the charming cobbled Ure, The Ure is the architect of the most Lzste- testing (or, as far 2s | was concerned,

centre of Dent, We found our site and rencwned Dale of them all, Wensleydale, face-stuffmg) in the Creamery's exncellent

pitched up, then walked into the village  which has gained fame because of the visitor centre. We left with a fridge full

for dinner at the George and Dragon, the  plquant, brittle cheese that bears fts name,  of cheese - my favourite was the

tap house for the very local Dent Brewery.  This delicacy is best experienced at the Wensleydale with candied ginger, in

which creates ahaolutely stunning ales. Wensleydale Creamery in Hawes. [ don't cnse you're wondering - and madeour @

66 The sight of the waterfall is worth more than £2. Falling 100 feet and emitting
the most ungodly roar, Hardraw Force has to be seen to be understood 99
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Ambleside in the Lake District lan't just o great
place to visit for the scansry — it's also an axcallan
place to shop for well-priced outdoor gear,

Viait hitpyf it b/ FiyépR for & directory of shops
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The road from Great ta Little
Langdale is narrow, but offsrs
lovely wicws of tha Pile of Stickle

way back to the campsite, Dinnar was this
tirne taken in the ‘van, with a generous
cheese platter to follow.

THE FTHAL LEG: THE LAKES

The elouds still hung low overhead the
folbowing morning, when we set off an
the final leg of our journey. The A684 was
once again our guide, leading us through
Sedbergh, over the M6 and into the Lake
District. There isn't much to say about
the Lake District that basn't already baen
sald more elogquently, by far more capable
writers than [; it combines everything
that"s great about the English cutdoors

In one place, with dazzling lakes, rivers,
mountains and fells all jostling for your
attention. We skirted the eastern shores of
Windermere, up to Ambleside, where we
stopped for lunch. Then we drbve around
the northern tip of the lake and hack
down along its western shore, stopping
to break our journey at a spot mear the
Cunsey lerry terminal, which comumands

66 The scenery around
Langdale is a contrast
to Windermere, being
rugged and spectacular
rather than pretty 99
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Local cutdoor enthuabssts hang arcund close
to Lakeland roads = be cautious when driving

alovely view of Windermere across

the warer, Eventually we ronnded the
lake and arrived at our campsite for the
evening, a few miles south of Bowness.

We rose the following moming to find
that the bud weather had departed, leaving
the hills and lakes dappled in sunshine. We
wasted no lime in hitting the rosd, becawse
we were intent on completing our crossing
in spectacular fashion. We drove northwest
towards Langdale and some of the highest
of the [ ake District 'Fr('-a_Lﬁ., past Eltizr Water,
which wauldn't sesm out of place in 2 scene
froen Tedlcben, W nrrived in Great Langdaba
and parked near the Bew Dungeon Ghyll
Hewel, o stroll for & while in the shadows of
the Langdale Pikes,

Ihe scenery around Langdale isa
complete contrast to Windermere, being
rugged and spectacular, rather than
pretty and tranguil, and by venturing
cul into the Lake District's more rogged

reaches we escaped the muleinude;
although it never felt oz Isolated a5
far-flung commers of other naticnal parks,
After an hour of 5o around the Langdale
Pikes, we returned tothe Topaz and drove
towrards Little !;lnﬁlhhﬂ.. Here the roads
started getting narrower and steeper,
and the SCENErY became more amd more
breathtaking. [ust before Little Langdals
we made a sharp rght turn, onto o oad
watched over by a stern warning sign.
This was the way fo the Wrynose and
Hardknott passes, which lift vehicles
across the moantaing and I.lt"pl:lﬁ:il them
by the sea on the other side. 4]

B wnrnbng not to be taken ightly - in seme
spots the gradient climbs to 40 por cont
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Twould never have attempted this route
if it weren't for the compact dimensions
of the Topaz and its sparing kerbweight,
which helped it remain sure-footed on
the vertiginous hairpins. Howewer, It still
struggied up Hardlonott pass - one of the
steepest roads in England - where the
weight of the kitchen and washroom awver
the rear axle caused the fronn wheels (o
sz purchase and scrabble for grip. Avoid
these passes if you're driving anything
lurger than a van conversion, and even
then supreme care is required.

The rewards, however, are sublime,
Hardknott Pass is particularly remarkable

Tbllpﬂﬂﬂ i Gﬂmrmr-ﬂunds'ﬂrnnmtﬂ Paric
is home te & charming company of rare wildfowl,
Including this Carclina duck, an American species.

Far moae, wisil wwrs (range-ower-dands.com
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Jeramish and Shaleni gazing
sut over the Irish Sea at

Grange-over-Samls
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and we indulged in the utterly
spelibinding panoramas all round as Io
carried us higher and higher. Af some
paint after passing betwooen Hard Kaett
Fell and Harter Fell, the road began
descending towards the sea, and then
converged with a river which, strangely,
i% 2 namesake to the river that we
followed from Whithy, right at the start -
it"s also known as the Esk. And like North
Yorkshire's Esk, Cumbria’s version led us
dowwn into a valley named - you guessed
[t - Eskdale. We drove through the
achingly gorgeous valley and fmally met
the Irish Sea in Ravenglass. After brewing

Cur travellers met the sea at Ravenglass (pletured) with Muncaster Fell in the background
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66 Hardknott Pass is
particularly remarkable
and we indulged in the
utterly spellbinding
panoramas all round 99

up tea with a view of the calm waters, we
hit the A595 - one of the Anest A-roads
anywhere - and retiumed to the campsite
the kong - amd less hair-raising - way
around, stopping at Grange-over-Sands
fr another cup of tea.

W may not have stuck rigidly to
Watrnwright's coast -to-coast route, but
having discovered these mirrored vallays,
we just had Lo traved from one to the
other. Wainwright introduces his book
by saying that he wishes to “cncourage
in others the ambition to devise... their
oW cross -Country marathons and not
be merely fallowers of other people's
remtte: there is mo end to the possibilities
for originality.” S0, while | hope that
after reading this you'll try what T now
comsider England’s best road trip - ‘From
Eskdale te Eskdale’{not quite as catchy
a5 "Coast-to-coast') - T also hope you'll
make it even better, The possibilities of
the greal outdoors are limitless, so follow
Wainwright's lead and get out there,
discover, and maks it vour own, ]



Cne of my
favourite games
at the moment
- yes, | should
defnitely get our
mope - [nvolves asking people
ter have a look at our b ing lern
Atite-Sleeper Topaz and guess
howw much it coste. [nvariabdy
the fgure {8 too low, and
they end up surprised when
[ explain to them that it costs
miore than a Swift Voyager,
Mo that's maot o take
anything away from the
Topaz's actual performance
as & Camper; in fact, It's ope
ol the best ['ve over nged.
There are two key factors to
the appeal of the Topaz - s i
full-aize rear washroom and
the "van's minuscule lengch of
5.29 metres (176 4% In).
Mo other "van this slze offers
as accomplished o washpoom.
and when | tool [r ot on my
coast - fo-cosst our (p24) it
prived very useful indeed.
Even though the watet
heates performed
Intermittently, and after
a while siopped firing
altogether, the Topaz's
wiashroom was a welcome

space o which we freshen

up, and it was great to have a
proper loo, not a Forta-Potdl

Mhe ktchen is impressive,

tows, with a spacious fridge and
glnk, and sufficient workspace
to prepare meals without too
mrneh hassle, ['m also a big fan
of Auto-Slespers’ integrated

LIKES

The lhomricus washroom;
the impressive kitchen
equipment and warktop
DISLIKES
Unrelinhls water heater;
squeaky blinds oman
otherwise peacoful drive;
lack of storage capaelty

kitchen; there's even encugls

worktop space to prapare meals

crockery set which is classy
and alots inte dedicated spaces
inone of the kitchen lockers,
and produces no rattles while
an the move.

Sadly, sther portions of the
lopar - [ suspect the culprits
are the cassette blinds - are
vocal in mation, and resalt in
meore squcaking than I'd have
expected In a "van at this price
lewel. [t was odd because this
"wan {5 so well put together -
every join and surface speaks
af careful eraftsmanship.

The double bed = made up
using the side-facing sofa, the
front-facing rear passcnger
seat and the swivelled cab

Careful craftsmanship is evident in the cabinetry and upholstery

‘.‘-

zeats, with the aid of a few

fill -in cushions, It ssems
womplicated at first, bat onee
[ got the hang of it, | managed
to get it done in minutes, The
resulting bed is tolersbly fat
and comiortable, except for
the very tallest folk.

Besides the road squeaks,
the other main problem i that
any couple sharing this 'van
will have to be frugal with
storage, There's decent space
fosr evervihing except clothes
aned sheets. IF you're goeing an
1 longer tour, pack carefully.

Despite this, there are many
alternatives to the Topaz on
the market: a comfortable,
lwsuriows, compact camper
fior targ, with a full washroem,
Since it's going to be with
us tor a few months, we'll
sor how well it justifies its
formidable price tag.
JEREMIAH MAHADEVAN @&
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