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TRAVELER

- GET AWAY

Modern Hotels (01534 735 511) offers three
nights B&B at three-star Mayfair Hotel in St
Helier, Jersey for £119 during Jan/Feb, incl
Fastcat ex-Weymouth and transfers.

- Travel
shorts

Good deals
oNn Cruises

he price battle among top

tour operators to grab
early bookings for next
summer is having a knock-on
effect among leading cruise
lines which have to 11 14 new
ships in 2010.

The best offers mostly run
to Autumn 2010 with prices
from around £60-70 per day
for those who settle for basic
cabins.

Prices are being pushed
down because cruise lines and
leading agents are for a bigger
share of the same market.

Cruise Thomas Cook, for
instance, offers seven days
in the Med on Costa Paci ¢
through to November from
£595, including return ights
into Barcelona.

P&O Cruises, which will
have seven ships sailing
ex-UK when new superliner
Azura launches in April, has
a January Sail promotion
until January 31, with double

We loved camping with

T O

all the creature comforts

ESSENTIALS

[ The Baggott family
borrowed a £37,495 Marquis
Motorhomes Newlife from
the rm s Wickham branch
(0800 026 7777, marquismo-
torhomes.co.uk).

[J Features of the 3.5-tonne
motor home include three-
ring gas hob, grill/oven,
fridge, shower, chemical toilet
and heating. Other extras on
the Newlife 48 include cycle
rack, garage, re extinguish-
er, wine and beer keg cooler
and air conditioning

[1 The family stayed at

The Marquis
Motorhomes
Newlife model

discounts on superior deluxe g
balcony staterooms. Camping And Caravan-

ning Club sites including

Small Is best

olidaymakers are likely

to get the best quality
holidays from smaller opera-
tors who charge more and can
therefore offer better quality
of service.

Although big travel rms
often impress travellers with
the quality of their accommo-
dation, they cannot usually
match service standards of
smaller rivals because they
don t have the same pro t
margin to do so.

Those are the key nd-
ings of a Which? Holiday
survey, carried out online
among more than 4,500
consumers, nearly 900 of
them being subscribers to
Which? Holiday magazine.
Only operators mentioned
by at least 30 travellers were
included in the survey.

Save on wine

s the sinking pound
threatens to drop beneath
the euro early in 2010, can
anybody still save money by
catching the Channel ferry for
a day trip or a short break?
LD Lines is running daily
services from Dover to Boul-
ogne, a real foodies treasure
trove, from £28 for a car and
up to four passengers for a
day or 24hr overnight return.
Excellent wine shops such
as Le Chais let you try before
you buy. Bottles of cham-
pagne, around £14, are £6
cheaper than in the UK, with
drinkable white wines around
£3.50 a bottle. There are
also stunning delicatessens,
patisseries and France s nest
cheese shop Philippe Oliver.

s a motoring journal-
ist, the idea of a
caravanning holiday
is normally about as
welcome as a dose
of swine u.Buta caravan
with an engine? Well, that s a
completely different matter.

So when specialist retailer
Marquis Motorhomes, based
in Lower Upham, near
Wickham, offered to lend us
one of its seven-berth houses
on wheels, | jumped at the
chance.

The £37k Newlife 48 model
is colossal. Measuring 23ft
long and 8ft wide, it s the
largest model in the Newlife
range. That girth might
make it a bit big to slot down
country lanes, but the upshot
is it s packed with all the
creature comforts you Il be
used to at home.

There s a kitchen sink, hot
and cold running water, large
fridge, shower and toilet.

We re used to camping in a
tent, so the Newlife was luxu-
rious in comparison. Think

ve-star spa, not Brighton
seafront two-star-if-you re-
lucky B&B.

Having stayed at some
horror campsites in the past,
for this staycation we gotin
touch with The Camping And
Caravanning Association and
took advantage of its superb
sites.

For an annual fee of £36,
members get access to a
network of campsites that
have to meet a number of
stringent standards. It means
you know exactly what to
expect when you get there

Rhandirmwyn, Llanystumdwy,
Teversal and Kessingland.

[ Call 0845 130 763 or visit

campingandcaravanningclub.
co.uk

JAMES BAGGOTT and his family sampled
life on the open road when they headed for
Wales in a motorhome with all mod cons.

and they re unlikely to be
overcrowded.

Our rstday took us from
Gosport to Rhandirmwyn,
near the Brecon Beacons in
South Wales. Hidden away in
avalley it took some heart-
in-the-mouth driving to get
the portly Newlife on to the
site. Thankfully the better
half was doing the driving.

If you passed your test after
January 1998, the 3.5-tonne
entitlement was removed,
meaning you need to take a
test to pilot one of these beau-
ties. Thankfully that meant |
could relax in the back for a
few days.

Battling to get on to the
Welsh site was worth the
trouble. The scenery was
stunning and the campsite
impeccably kept. The grass
was cut to golf course
standards and the facilities in
faultless condition.

The Newlife is extremely
comfortable to sleep in.
There s a large double bed
above the cabin, bunk beds
in the rear left corner and
both sofas can be converted
into beds too. The motorhome
is incredibly well insulated
too, so is nice and toasty at
night. But if it does get a bit
cold you can always use the
central heating!

Day two saw us head north
through Wales to a site near
Porthmadoa. in a small

village called Llanystumdwy.
This wasn t quite as friendly
as the rstand the owners
didn t seem too pleased we
had our four-legged friend
Pierre, the French Bull Dog
with us either despite the
fact the guide book said pets
were welcome. Still a barbe-
cue and a few beverages soon
eased our concerns.

Day three saw us head
out of Wales to Teversal,
Nottinghamshire. Not far
from Mans eld it s centrally
located and directly opposite
a country park. This site was
far busier and not quite as
picturesque but the facilities
were incredible.

The last stopover saw us
hit the east coast and a site
not far from Great Yarmouth,
called Kessingland. This
was quiet and relaxing and
a stone s throw from the
nearby Africa Alive wildlife
park. In fact we were so close
you could hear the lions.

Camping in Britain might
not sound the most appeal-
ing holiday, but the Baggott
household had an incredible
time. The Newlife motor
home was utterly faultless,
incredibly comfortable and
extremely dif cult to return.
It s easy to see why so many
retirees pack up and enjoy
the open road and the stun-
ning scenery this country has|

to offer.

KEEP 100%
OF YOUR
COMPENSATION

CHARLES CORNWALL
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