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One of Auto-S/eepers latest loy profile coachbuilts
has soared to'award- Winming Success.

otswold-based
CAutGSIeepers isan
enduring success story in

the British motorhome industry,
winning shed-loads of awards
duting its 50-year history.
One of its latest creations, the
Cotswold EB, was launched to immediate
acclaim - winning the 2010 Caravan Industry
Motorcaravan of the Year and Thetford’s
Washroom of the Year, prizes. Last May, it
was also overall winner of the Caravan Club’s
prestigious Design and Drive competition,
and as one of the judges, | was generally
most impressed. Having briefly reviewed EB'’s
sibling {the fixed bed, four berth Cotswold), we
were itching to give the EB an in-depth test.

Certainly, Cotswold makes a modern
styling statement. Walls are skinned in smooth
GRP, and while the distinctive overcab isn’t
exactly low profile, neither is it a bulbous luton:
it's somewhere in between. Long, but not
outrageously so (7.16m/23ft 6in), this ‘van is
much better proportioned than some recent
Auto-Sleepers efforts, while grey and blue decals
complete a classy, up-to-the-minute picture.

You enter at nearside rear via a good,
strong habitation door (with window, blind and
flyscreen) - tall people minding heads on the
gas-strut door retainer. There's a wooden wall
and door to your right, a mirror facing you,
the kitchen on your left, with big fridge/freezer
opposite. Beyond that, a huge lounge - with
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twin settees - stretches forward to swivelling
cab seats, the whole flooded with light from big
windows and multiple rooflights. Opening that
wooden door reveals impressive ablutions.

Woodwaork in medium-dark ‘walnut’ is
relieved by silver trim and handles, and on
kitchen high-level lockers, by translucent
plastic panels. Creamy wallboard and (Judy
Cream) Belgian cloth upholstery, with russet
highlights and pale velour panels, contrast
with the wood. This upholstery could he
vulnerable to staining, particularly the cab
seats, but covers are removable and dry-
cleanable. Loose-fit carpets (also in the cab)
are pale, tweedy beige over walnut plank-
effect vinyl flooring. Cab and lounge curtains
are pale sand coloured.

THE OPTION TO FLY

Flying high in the award stakes - the Cotswold

ER’s optional 157 horsepower engine fitted

to our demonstrator also made it fly along the

roads! However, standard fitting is the (2.2-

litre) 130bhp motor that's perfectly capable

of pulling this heavy (4005kg GVW) beast at

all sensible speeds - possibly giving slightly

better fuel economy too. Either engine can only

have the six-speed manual gearbox, as the

ComfortMatic auto 'box is only offered by Fiat's

Ducato (and then only with the 3.0-litre engine).
Peugeot, as a partner in the Sevel concern

(which alsc produces Fiat’s Ducato and

Citroen’s Relay), offers converters the lower

camping car chassis pioneered by Fiat.
However, here Auto-Sleepers has stuck with
Peugeot's standard chassis. This makes
the ’van slightly higher, while ours had a
pronounced tail-high stance - needing both
the (narrow, electric) exterior and moulded
inner steps to gain access through the
caravan door.

Sevel-built vans have ergonomically
satisfying cockpits, with comfortable
height-adjustable seats, plus steering
wheel adjustable for reach and - marginally
- rake. [nstruments are clear and bright, the
handbrake is a stretch down to the driver’s
right, but the gearlever falls perfectly to hand.
And there’s plenty of in-cab storage. Visibility
is reasonable, though thick A-pillars can be
obstructive at roundabouts and junctions.
Happily, Auto-Sleepers hasn't fitted window
blinds, which exacerbate that problem,
relying on cab curtains instead. Regrettably,
the curtain rails are low set and can inhibit
vision {for the tall) and full movement of sun
visors. We understand revisions are promised
- Peugeot having deleted the useful - but
potentially head-bashing - overhead shelf to
which the rails attach.

Cab gizmos; this 'van has plenty - twin
airbags, cruise control, cab air-conditioning,
electric windows and mirrors and traction
control. Central locking extends to the caravan
door, though this was faulty on the test 'van.
Both seats have two adjustable armrests
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On Test Auto-Sleeper Cotswold EB
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LIVE-IN TEST DATA AUTO-SLEEPERS COTSWOLD EB

PRICE (orices quoted with VAT @ 17.5 per cent)
B From: £56,995 OTR
| As tested: £59,803 OTR

BASICS

M Vehicle: Peugeot Boxer LWB standard
chassis cab

H Berths: 2

M Three-point belted seats: 2

H Warranty: Base vehicle 3 years,
conversion 2 years

CONSTRUCTION

GRP-clad sandwich construction,
alloy skirts, GRP mouldings

DIMENSIONS (*manufacturer’s figures)
H Length: 7.16m (23ft 6in)*

W Width: 2.32m (7ft 7.5in)"

H Height: 3.01m (9ft 10.5in)"

B Wheelbase: 4.03m {13ft 2.5in)"

B Rear overhang: 2.20m (7ft 2.5in)

B Gross vehicle weight: 4005kg

M Payload: 472kg (with 3.0-litre engine)

INSIDE STORY

Swivelling cab seats ahead of twin inward-
facing settees, kitchen on nearside (with
fridge/freezer opposite), washroom across the
rear. Caravan door on UK nearside

® Insulation: Floor 40mm, walls & roof 30mm
H Interior Height: 1.96m (6ft 5in) max

THE VEHICLE

M Engine: 3.0-litre turbo-diesel producing
115.5kW (157bhp) @ 3500rpm

B Transmission: Six-speed manual gearbox,
front-wheel drive

H Fuel consumption: 22.73mpg

B Brakes: Servo-assisted discs all round
with ABS

B Suspension: Front; independent on coil
springs, Rear: rigid axle on leaf springs

W Features: Wood-effect trim on fascia,
driver and passenger airbags, cruise
control, radio/CD player with steering-wheel
mounted controls, electric windows and
mirrors, cruise control, traction control, trip
computer, reversing camera and monitor,
remote central locking (including caravan
door), air-conditioning, spare wheel

AUTO-SLEEPER

coTswoLD

 LOUNGING AND DINING

: Swivelling cab seats and twin sofas provide

¢ seating for eight, dining for four from sofas at
i free-standing table. Single leg coffee/snack table
i provides for two people from swivelled cab seats

. KITCHEN

Main unit contains cooker at rearwards end,
work-surface in middle and sink to forward end,
with slide-out work-surface below. Underneath,

¢ two drawers and fwo cupboards; above,

: extractor hood under two high-level cupboards.
¢ Opposite is fridgeffreezer with microwave oven
i and cupboard above, large work-surface with

i cupboard below

B Sink: Stainless steel bowl with mixer tap,
glass lid, drying-rack attachment, removable
draining board

H Cooker: Spinflo Caprice MklIl with 3 gas
burners, 1 electric hotplate, grill and oven,
all with electronic ignition. Daewoo
microwave oven

B Fridge: Thetford N150 fridge/freezer with
Smart Energy Selection. Capacity 149 litres

WASHROOM
Thetford 402C bench-type electric-flush toilet

. with built-in flush tank and wheeled cassette.

Clear plastic surface-mounted washbasin with

¢ mixer tap, mirror above with blue LED lighting.
i Separate shower cubicle, with twin-drain tray,

. rigid plastic doors, riser-rail and shower head. :
. Walls part tile-effect black plastic, part wall-board :

BEDS

¢ Lounge double

B Length: 2.12m (6ft 11.5in)
B Width: 1.30m (4ft 3in)
Offside alternative single

B Length: 1.91m (6ft 3in)

W Width: 755mm {2ft 5.5in)
Nearside alternative single

. HLength: 1.81m (5ft 11in)
 m Width: 755mm (2ft 5.5in)

: STORAGE

: Lounge: side overcab cupboards, central ledge

i and cubby, three high-level cupboards each side

¢ {one on each side being shelved), under-settee

. storage on each side accessible from top and

¢ front (with nearside storage also accessible from

: exterior), floor safe. Washroom: farge wardrobe

: with three drawers below, two cupboards in vanity
: unit below washbasin and cupboard above toilet.

* LIFE SUPPORT

i M Fresh water: Underslung, 102 litres

(22.4 gallons)

B Waste water: Underslung, 91 litres

(20 gallons)

B Water and space heater: Webasto DualTop

boiler with blown-air, diesel-mains operation

M Leisure battery: 110 amp hr
;W Gas: Underslung tank, capacity 20 litres

@ 80 per cent fill {approx 10kg)

H Lighting: 2 high-level wall lights in overcab,

bulkhead light facing into overcab, 3 ceiling
fluorescents and over-locker meod lighting

in lounge and kitchen, 4 LED reading lights
in lounge, 2 halogen lights and 1 fluorescent
over kitchen work-surface, 3 ceiling
fluorescent lights and mirror-mounted blue
LED mood lighting in washroom, awning light

| W Sockets: 230V 3 (2 in lounge, 1 in kitchen),

12V: 3 (in lounge, kitchen, TV locker)

i H Control panel: Mounted above caravan

door, controls/displays all functions/levels.
Heating programmer mounted next to
microwave oven

i m Blinds/ curtains: Blinds/flyscreens to all

caravan windows, curtains to cab & lounge

B Badged as NCC EN1646 compliant: Yes
. OPTIONAL EXTRAS

Fitted to test vehicle

: M Base: 3.0-litre 157bhp engine upgrade

(£1586), Option Pack 1 - cab air-
conditioning and alloy wheels (alloys
missing from test vehicle) (£1222)

: M Conversion: None

: Other options available

. W Base: Towbar (£595)

: M Conversion: Rear ladder (£385),

bike rack (£468)
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