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We think the
motorhome is so
good now we
can't think of one,
although a butler
might be worth
considering!
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Dave and Val Sagar

OCCUPATION Retired water officer and
retired school teacher

ME AND MY WIFE VAL USED TO
enjoy travelling the world but,
because Val now has limited
mobility and uses a wheelchair full
time, airline travel has become too
difficult. So we had to look for an
alternative type of holiday. Having
had some horrendous experiences
with ‘disabled facilities’ in British
hotels, we decided to try a
motorhome, since we could then
have a vehicle fitted with all the
special facilities we need, plus we
could tour both the UK and
mainland Europe.

After some research, we found
that the only motorhome built for a
wheelchair user was the SEA CPT.
We hired one for a week from
Nirvana Motorhomes in Kent and,
once we knew we could cope,
bought a new CPT from Lazy Days
in Market Drayton in July 2006.

Over a 12-month period we
suffered a series of disasters. The
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electric lift that came with the CPT,
and was designed to lift the
wheelchair and passenger into the
motorhome, wasn't strong enough
and was not fit for purpose. On
four occasions it was unable to lift
Val and her wheelchair into the
motorhome, so | had to manually
wind her in — not a nice experience
on a cold, windy evening.

Clearly, this was not an
acceptable situation and, after
12 months, the manufacturers
replaced the electric lift with a
hydraulic one. This has been on
the motorhome and 100 per cent
reliable for 15 months, allowing us
to finally enjoy the use of our
motorhome to the full.

A pexsonal touch

The CPT has four-berth
accommodation but we only use
the overcab berth for wheelchair
storage - we travel with two

The Sagar's have
personalised the

CPT to meet thei
requirement

A §

wheelchairs as a precaution
against breakdown.

Although the motorhome
has ample storage for all our
necessities, the facilities in the
work area are somewhat lacking.
For example, it only has a two-ring
gas hob, with no oven or grill. To
provide more cooking options, we
take a small toaster and electric
grill with us on trips.

| am quite a skilled DlYer.and
have made a removable draining
board that covers the gas rings
and doubles as a working space.
We find the two rings quite
adequate for our needs, as we
often have our main meal out.
When we do need to cook in the
van we find that we can still cook
some nice meals, even with these
basic kitchen facilities.

One of the CPT's bonuses is the
large shower area, which enables
Val to sit in her shower chair while
| walk round and offer assistance.
Many sites have disabled facilities
but it is much easier and more
convenient to be able to shower in
the motorhome and dress without
having to go out in the cold






